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When the gates open Saturday to kick off the 40th year of the Broad
Ripple Art Fair, it will mark the first time Carter Wolf has attended the
- festivities as executive director of :
the Indianapolis Art Center, the a0 TRRE e e
event host. e ;

“I'm excited to see the product
because every year is different,

said Wolf, who has been a fair pa-
tron for several years. “I want
visitors to enjoy the total environ-
ment; that includes artists, the
park, the beautiful spring day.”

: Known as one of the best art
fairs in the Midwest, Broad Rip-

ple’s event is on the campus of
the Art Center, which includes

ey ARTSPARK, a 12-acre sculpture : i
park designed by renowned archi-
tect and Broad Ripple native Michael Graves.

This year’s fair features 222 artists (including 67 first-time participants)
from across the country. They have created one-of-a-kind and limited-
edition pieces representing a variety of media. Live music and children’s
events are included.

But the two-day event really is about the artists.
Here’s a look at several of those participating in this year’s fair, along
with some facts about the annual event.

K.P. Singh

Booth 44

"My works sold at the fair have traveled the length and
breadth of this nation over the last 40 years,” Indianapolis artist
K.P.h'Sigg_h says, reminiscing about the 40 years he’s participated
in the Broad Ripple Art Fair.

“'m selling my artwork to the third ARTIST
generation in the same family there
now, so that's remarkable to have SPOTLIGHT
that support, that love, that continued interest. It's amazing.”

Singh, 70, says he stacked six of his now well-known pen and
ink architectural drawings against a curb during the inaugural
fair, which was on the old Canal parking deck in Broad Ripple.

“There were no formal displays, no formal tents,” he says.
“At the end of that day, | sold all those six pieces, so | said, this
looks like a fun thing to do and here | am, 40 years later.”

Since then, Singh has exhibited his works at the Smithsonian,
authored the book “The Art and Spirit of K.P. Singh,” and has
work in collections in 25 countries.
~ Educated in architecture and city planning, he's inspired by -
the spirit and innovations that embody a great building or place.

“You will see some favorite landmarks, and you will see some
landmarks from faraway places from around the world,” Singh
says of his pieces depicting, for a couple of examples, the Indian-
apolis Motor Speedway and the Golden Temple in India.

Limited-edition and original works of his also will be available
at the fair, which Singh refers to as, “A creative village.”

“It's gone through tremendous transformation in its beauty,
setting, layout and support. it's grown in many different ways,
dimensions. Being an eyewitness has been an honor.”

K.P. Singh has been one of the premier artists at the Broad
Ripple Art Fair since its inception 40 years ago.

What’s new?

To celebrate the fair's 40th year, patrons who visit the
Art Center’s booth on Saturday will get a wristband for
free Sunday admission.

Manpower

Art Center executive director Carter Wolf says nearly
4,300 staff hours are spent in preparation for the fair,
which uses 400 volunteers.

Not just art

In addition to the works of art, 38 local food and drink
vendors will be on hand, including Artie Boyz Bar BQ,
Broad Ripple Brewpub and Hubbard & Cravens Coffee Co,
Cultural booths, four music stages, performances inside
the center and a children’s area called Kid's World are
all part of the fun.

Getting there

Free parking and shuttle buses are available at Broad
Ripple Park, Broad Ripple High School and the Glendale
Town Center lot along Rural Street. Secure bicycle
parking is available at the center entrance off the
Monon Trail.

Art Fair no-nos
Pets, coolers and outside food and drinks aren’t permit-
ted. Neither are in-line skates, bikes and skateboards.




